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2019 Play Area Safety Inspection Reports - Summary of outcomes June 2019 

 

Risk Summary Key: 

 

Low or very low risk (no major issues, requires monitoring as per weekly inspections) 

Medium risk (appropriate action required within resources) 

High (requires urgent and/or immediate attention) 

 

Broughton & Bretton 

Date of 
Inspection 

Location Overall Risk RoSPA  
Risk/Action Required: 

Local Action: Action: 

19.06.19 Brookes Avenue, 
Broughton 

Play area is 
Low   
 
Skate Park is 
High due to 
the nature 
of activity 
and volume 
of users 

No immediate action 
identified within the report 
 
 

 Seating – soil needs enhancing 

 Fencing – rusting in places, 
requires de-scale and painting  

 Hanging Carousel – safety surface 
requires levelling 

 Carousel – Supernova – safety 
surface requires levelling 

 Chinning bars – natural splits in 
timber; requires monitoring 

 Multiplay – Toddler – safety 
surface has shrunk and requires 
gluing 

 Rocker – Seesaw – grass, moss 
and weeds require removal from 
safety surface 

 Skate – Quarter Pipe – bolt 
missing and requires replacing 

 Slide – Junior – 
shrinkage/separation of the 
surface requires repair and 
natural splits require monitoring 

 Swing – Junior – 1 Bay 2 Seat – 
some chain wear; requires 

 
 
All 
Issues  
Will be  
Monitored  
Via weekly  
Inspections and 
added to Works 
Schedule 
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monitoring and replacement 
before 40% wear and safety 
surfacing requires re-gluing with 
paintwork requiring descale and 
repaint. 

 Swing – Single Point – Swing seat 
requires reassembling with 
secondary safety device (as per 
2018 report) 

 Swing – Toddler – 1 Bay 2 Seat – 
safety surface has shrunk back, 
requires glue and fill 
 

 
 

19.06.19 
Annual 
 
 

Country Park, 
Broughton 

Annual 
Inspection  

 

Low risk  No issues with fencing, gate, litter 
bins, Carousel – Hanging and 
Rocker – 4 Seat  

 Climber – Rota Web – insufficient 
safety surfacing flagged up again, 
but last year RoSPA confirmed 
that this was acceptable so email 
has been sent to RoSPA 

 Signage – illiegible and requires 
replacing 
 

 

NOTE:  
Members will recall that following consultation with the local school, Sutcliffe Play had been awarded the contract to revamp this play area.  
This work was completed on the 12th July.  
The Clerk and Financial Officer attended site with the Maintenance Team and expressed concerns about the unlevelled and inappropriate 
safety surfacing under most pieces of kit.  The contractors on site said that the safety surfacing was acceptable and would “settle in time”. 
However, the Clerk and Financial Officer has subsequently written to the company to say that this is not acceptable, the Sales representative 
visited the site and confirmed in writing that the ground was satisfactory and would level in time. 
RoSPA were commissioned to undertake a post-installation inspection by the Clerk/FO and have submitted a further report as follows: 
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27.07.19 
Post 

 Post 
Installation 
Inspection 

 
 

Low risk  Fencing requires minor repairs 
where a support post has failed 
and some of the timber is 
showing signs of decay 

 Gate – closing mechanism 
requires adjustment 

 Sign is illegible and requires 
replacing 

 Climber – Rota Web – surface is 
uneven and requires making 
good  

 Swing – Junior – 1 Bay 2 Seat – 
chain has snagging hazard caused 
by surplus link and surface 
requires levelling 

 Multiplay – Senior – cap is 
missing and depressions below 
matting and thee is a head/neck 
entrapment present that the 
manufacturer has been asked to 
re-design 

 Swing – Pod – cap is missing  
 
 

 Swing – Toddler – 1 Bay 2 Seat – 
cap missing, depressions below 
matting 
 

 Carousel – Flush – new timber 
has split and requires replacing 
and surfacing is not level and 
requires levelling 
 

 Multiplay – Junior – surface is 
uneven and requires making 

Maintenance 
Team 
 
 
Maintenance 
Team 
(urgent) 
 
Maintenance 
Team 
 
Contractor 
instructed to 
repair (6.08.19) 
 
Contractor 
instructed to 
repair (6.08.19) 
 
 
 
Contractor 
instructed to 
repair (6.08.19) 
 
Contractor 
instructed to 
repair (6.08.19) 
 
Contractor 
instructed to 
repair (6.08.19) 
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good.  There are depressions 
beneath the matting and trip 
around the perimeter. 
 
 

Contractor 
instructed to 
repair (6.08.19) 
 

01.08.19 
 
Sutcliffe play have been instructed to make all these improvements/repairs as part of the original contract of installation. 
A report is awaited from the installations team in relation to the safety surfacing. 
 
 

 

 

5th August 2019 

SGJ/KG 


